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1200 HWY 6 EAST 
662-563-5436

470 HWY 6 East 
662-578-0009

Tallahatchie Valley Electric Power Association
250 Power Drive Batesville, MSTALLAHATCHIE VALLEY ELECTRIC POWER ASSOCIATION is 

proud to help sponsor the NIE program in Panola County schools. 

First Security Bank supports the Newspaper in Education program 

because they know that to be able to read and comprehend is an 

important life skill for all ages.

The NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION program provides newspapers to 

teachers as supplemental reading material. Newspapers remain one 

of the most multifaceted and effective educational resources 

available to teachers. Each week during the school year, 2500 

newspapers are distributed to 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th graders in Panola 

County.

In addition, teachers create activities with the newspaper to improve 

math and language skills and teach social studies concepts like how 

the local government works. It helps them grow into informed adults 

who are capable of making informed decisions.

News and information are like food for the brain. Teachers tell us that 

this program seriously promotes reading skills, plus helps establish 

a sense of civic identity - making our young people aware of local 

events right here in Panola County. It helps to instill a sense of 

community and place in youth, shaping them as future citizens. 

Newspapers not only bring academics to life, they also deepen 

student learning by grounding it in real-life experiences.

Murphree is recipient of Book of Golden Deeds 
Award is the highest honor civic honor given by the National Exchange Club

By JEREMY WELDON

The Exchange Club 
of  Banquet presented 
Scootie Muphree with its 
Book of  Golden Deeds 
Award this week at the 
club’s Christmas banquet 
held at Burns BBQ in 
Sardis.

The Books of  Golden 
Deeds is the highest honor 
and the longest running 
project of  the National 
Exchange Club. First 
given by the Exchange 
Club of  Huntington, Ind., 
in 1919, the award seeks 
to citizens whose time and 
talents are used making 
their respective commu-
nities better places to live.

Murphree is the trans-
portation director for 
South Panola Schools, 
and manages 74 drivers 
and monitors for the 67 
buses that transport stu-
dents to and from the six 

school campuses in the 
district each day.

Besides the nearly 4,000 
miles that South Panola 
buses travel each day, 
thousands of  miles are 
accumulated each year 
driving students to sport-
ing events, field trips, and 
other extracurricular 
activities.

More than half  of  
the district’s buses are 
10 years or older and 
Murphree also coordi-
nates repairs and main-
tenance with his staff  
to keep the buses on the 
road in safe operating 
condition.

Murphree often arrives 
at the bus shop before 
5 a.m. and never leaves 
Batesville until all stu-
dents are accounted for.

That often means coor-
dinating rides or driving 
students home himself. 
But, Murphree is quick to 

deflect any praise for his 
efforts.

“I’m just the foun-
dation, the person at 
the bottom making it 
work the best we can,” 
Muphree said Tuesday 
night when accepting 
the award. “The South 
Panola Transportation 
Department is a team 
and I mean that. Every 
single person on our 
team plays an important 
part in keeping our stu-
dents safe and we need 
everybody on the team 
to reach our goal. And 
every day we have a new 
goal and that’s getting 
the students where they 
are supposed to be in the 
time we have to do it.”

“I can’t tell you how 
much I appreciate this 
award, I really do, but 
I couldn’t do it without 
those drivers and the bus 
shop people,” he said. 

“Scootie might be getting 
the award, but it belongs 
to all of  them.”

With 30 years with 
South Panola Schools 
- he began working 
on busses in the shop 
- Murphree has hinted 
at retirement. The dis-
trict has hired an assis-
tant director to begin 
learning the complicat-
ed system of  routes and 
schedules placed on the 
transportation depart-
ment, but school offi-
cials are also aware that 
running busses without 
Murphree’s oversight 
will be a challenge for 
the future.

School superintendent 
and Exchange Club mem-
ber Tim Wilder made that 
clear in his remarks at the 
presentation.

“There are problems 
with busses and transpor-
tation everyday that are 

more than mechanical 
and Scootie has tackled 
those problems with a 
work ethic and dedication 
and with a sense of  ser-
vice that I think is second 
to none,” Wilder said. “I 
don’t know how we will 
make it when he decides 
to retire.”

“The thing about 
Scootie is that you could 
give him any job in the 
district including super-
intendent, teacher, prin-
cipal, whatever, and he 
would do a great job at it 
because he has the work 
ethic, character, and the 
ability to talk to peo-
ple in such a way that 
when you finish talking 
to Scootie you feel better 
than when you started,” 
Wilder said.

In making the pre-
sentation, Exchange 
Club president Jimmy 
Dickerson said the local 

club hasn’t made a Book 
of  Golden Deeds Award in 
several years, but mem-
bers wanted to recog-
nize Murphree’s years of  
dedication to the safety 
of  children in his role as 
transportation director.

“Scootie represents 
every aspect of  the Book 
of  Golden Deeds, and his 
work is especially import-
ant to the Exchange Club 
because our emphasis 
is on the prevention of  
child abuse,” Dickerson 
said. “There’s not a doubt 
that all the attention and 
love he has given to the 
children on South Panola 
busses definitely qualifies 
as prevention child abuse 
over the years.”

“The Exchange Club 
is honored to make this 
presentation and we can’t 
think of  a more deserving 
person for the award,” he 
said.

Pictured with Scootie Murphree at the presentation of the Books of Golden Deeds Award 
is Willa Ales, who taught Murphree at South Panola Schools, state Exchange Club presi-
dent Danny Jones, Superintendent Tim Wilder, and Batesville Exchange president Jimmy 
Dickerson. 

JEREMY WELDON

Murphree was joined by family members for the surprise announcement of the award. 
PIctured are wife Linda, daughter April Tindall and husband Charlie, and granddaughter Lily 
Grace. 


